REMARKS 



Applicants request entry of the present amendments that conform the claims to U.S. 
practice. No new matter is being introduced by this Amendment as antecedent support is 
set forth in the original specification and in the original claims. Attached hereto is a 
marked-up version of the changes made. The attached page is captioned "Version with 
Markings to Show Changes Made." 

Prosecution on the merits is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's Attorneys at the below-listed 
telephone number regarding this Preliminary Amendment or otherwise regarding the 
present application. 

If there are any charges with respect to this Amendment or otherwise, please charge 
them to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130 maintained by Applicants' attorneys. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ERICH HORN, ETAL 



CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



Applicants' Attorneys 




Lisa A. Bongiovi 
Registration No. 48,933 
Customer No. 23413 



Date: February 15, 2002 

Address: 55 Griffin Road South, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone: 860-286-2929 
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MARKED UP VERSION TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

A marked-up version of the Claims is as follows: 

1. (Marked up/ Amended) Proc e dure A method for performing a test for 
acceptability in the acceptance of bank notes by automatic vending machines, the method 
comprising: wherein feeding a bank note is f e d to a digitalization station via a transport 
unit^-and is-at least partially digitizinged the bank note , wher e in the to create digitized data 
obtained in this manner are and comparhiged the digitized data with a_stored data in a 
computer unit, which performs a determination of value, and renders an automatic decision 
regarding acceptability; if the automatic decision regarding acceptability is negative, 
generating an image of the digitized data i s generated in order to allow its visual inspection 
by a service employee, who then renders a final decision regarding acceptability. 

2. (Marked up/ Amended) The m Method in accordance with claim 1, is 
characterized in that wherein the digitizingatiee of the bank note is accomplished by 
scanning. 

3. (Marked up/ Amended) The procedure method in accordance with one of the 
prec e ding claims claim L characterized by further comprising performing an image data 
comparison b e ing p e rformed in form of data comparison. 

4. (Marked up/ Amended) The m Method in accordance with on e of th e pr e ceding 
claims_l, is characteriz e d in that, further comprising, if the automatic decision is negative, 
performing a detailed inspection of adjustable parameters i s p er for med , in order that a 
preliminary decision between a direct rejection of the bank note and a final decision by a 
service employee may be rendered automatically. 

5. (Marked up/ Amended) The m Method in accordance with one of th e preceding 
claimsj[ is charact e rized in that wherein the service employee via keyboard input registers 
the final decision regarding acceptance. 

6. (Marked up/ Amended) The mM ethod in accordance with one of th e preceding 
claims_i is characterized in that wherein, during the generating of the image, in-4ke 
imaging, automatically marking the areas of deviation that prompted the negative 
automatic decision regarding acceptance ar e automatically mark e d . 
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7. (Marked up/Amended) A dBevice used in automatic vending machines to accept 
bank notes, with a test for acceptability , the device in accordanc e with a method as 
d e scrib e d in one of the claims 1 through 6, comprising! at least one unit for receiving a 
bank note, a transport/feed unit, a digitization unit, a computer unit, an image display unit, 
an input unit, and a unit for returning, advancing, collecting, and stacking the bank notes. 

8. (Marked up/ Amended) The dD evice in accordance with claim 7, is characterized 
ifl-that wherem the digitalization unit is a scanner. 

9. (Marked up/ Amended) The d Device in accordance with claim 7, is characterized 
ffl-that wherein the digitalization unit is a digital camera. 

10. (Marked up/ Amended) The d Device in accordance with one of the claims 7 
through 9 , is characterized in that w herein the image display unit is a monitor. 

11. (Marked up/ Amended) The d Bevice in accordance with one of the claims 7 
through 10 , is characterized in that wherein the input unit is a keyboard. 

12. (Marked up/ Amended) The d Bevice in accordance with one of the claims 7 
through 11 , is character ize d i n t ha t th e sa i d d ev ice is equipp ed w ith further comprisin g 
supplementary signal units for optical and/er acoustic indicators. 
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